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Item 10 – Update on October and November 2019 Flooding 
 

Comments from Mr Sheahan CC:  
 
I am writing to you about flooding in the highway at Bath Lane / Via Devana in Moira. This is a 
recurring problem, which I first became aware of over ten years ago. Following heavy rain, the area 
around the junction floods, threatening properties. The most affected are nos. 2, 4 & 6 Via Devana, 
where the flood water typically reaches halfway up the driveways and laps up to the buildings’ edge if 
a large vehicle passes on Bath Lane, creating a bow wave. The back gardens of other nearby 
properties, eg. The Laurels, also flood. When a flood occurs, the cul de sac of Via Devana / Whitworth 
Close is cut off to all but the largest vehicles. On one occasion, this situation persisted for three days, 
leaving residents in many of the 46 properties with no means of driving in or out of their street. 
 
Over the years, a series of inter-agency meetings took place, where understanding of the problem 
gradually improved. We looked at the brook which runs alongside Via Devana, the nearby sewage 
pumping station on Shortheath Road, the configuration and condition of the pipework downstream 
and the water sources upstream. The culmination of all this, from the point of view of Highways at 
least, was a flood alleviation scheme to straighten out a double dog-leg in the pipework under Bath 
Lane. Prior to this work taking place, a collapsed drain under the recreation ground, downstream, was 
identified and eventually repaired, much to our officers’ credit. In September and October, after many 
years of patient waiting, the work in the highway was carried out. 
 
On November 14

th
, the road flooded again. I attended, as I had on a number of prior occasions and 

helped out as best as I could, ordering sandbags from the District Council and requesting Bath Lane 
be temporarily closed. Last week, I found out that the flood alleviation scheme had been halted when 
a high voltage cable was cut. Western Power and Distribution had not made LCC aware of the cable 
and it had not showed up on our GPR survey. I am advised that for the underground pipework to 
proceed, the high voltage cable would have to be moved at a cost of £100k, taking the job way out of 
budget. In the end, only some ancillary works were completed, with extra gullies going in further up 
Bath Lane, which some people have suggested might focus more water flow into the problem area. 
 
I was also advised that a sump has developed in another section of pipe downstream, which means 
that the intended highway drainage scheme might not have been enough to solve the problem 
anyway. The sump is under third party land and apparently LCC are not in a position to serve notice 
on them to repair it, because they can’t be held responsible for this type of fault. Officers estimate that 
it would cost around £200k to put in a new pipe to divert around the faulty section. 
 
Given the time that we have waited, the long-standing commitment by LCC to do what it can to 
resolve this problem and the assurances I have personally made to residents, I need the County 
Council to show it’s sticking with this. Officers have talked about an attenuation scheme further 
upstream, which I have asked for more detail on. Officers have also agreed to jet the system around 
Via Devana junction. There is also another flood alleviation scheme on Rawdon Road, planned for 
February, which will improve water flows away from there, but this feeds into the Via Devana system 
and again, people are starting to ask if it would make matters worse. 
 
Apart from the one notable exception I mentioned earlier, we seem to have approached this with the 
idea that each party should deal with their own bit of dysfunctional pipework in their own time. Yet this 
risks more stress being put on the unimproved parts of the system, exposing frailties, leading to a 
worse overall outcome. When piecemeal improvements make matters worse, your risk-based funding 
strategy flips on its head. 
 
So can we take a more comprehensive and sure-footed approach to this? Local residents and 
representatives in Moira are starting to feel let down by the County Council, and I think we need to 
see some positive action from the top to restore confidence. 

 
Mr. Sheahan CC 
10 December 2019 
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